
Introduction 
 
 
‘In life, we are always at a crossroads. The choices we make, the 

road we take, at a certain place and time, makes us what we are 
today!’ 

  
In 1981, with nothing more than the clothes on his back and five 

dollars in his pocket, Peter Vancea arrived in the city of San Francisco, 
California. He proudly sported a tattered T-shirt with a picture of the 
Golden Gate Bridge emblazoned across his chest. It was his ‘Destiny 
Shirt’. He stepped confidently out of the airport and into his new life 
in the United States. Peter had never been timid about announcing to 
anyone around him that “One day, I will go there, this is my vision, 
this is my destiny!” 

  
Brave words from a brave young man, especially when expressed 

without fear inside Communist Romania. Friends thought he was 
joking, his foes deemed him crazy. Nobody took him seriously as no 
one has ever escaped to the West from his hometown. There was no 
precedent. In the end, the joke was on them. Tragically, not long after 
Peter’s successful escape, two of his friends attempted to gain their 
freedom in a similar dangerous fashion. They were returned to their 
families and sealed coffins. A few months later, his brother Ben made 
his attempt to escape. Luckily, he was apprehended by Border patrol 
about a mile from the border. He was, interrogated, tortured, and 
jailed for over a year. After his release, he was never the same man 
again.    

  
The moment Peter stepped out of the airport, he kneeled and 

kissed the ground. It was the land of freedom, ’The land of the Free 
and The Home of the Brave’. It represented the accomplishment of 
his lifelong dream to escape from his homeland in the Soviet satellite 
state of Romania, beyond the Iron Curtain and start a brand-new life 
filled with the promises of freedom and hope, in the United States of 
America. This is the story of how Peter and a close friend made a 



desperate and risky escape from the clutches of Communism and 
how the perseverance of the human need for hope can propel us 
across the world. 

  
His brothers and sisters now live in the United States. This would 

not have been possible without Peter’s tireless efforts to reunite his 
family after the bloody 1989 Romanian revolution against the reign 
of the dictator, Nicolae Ceausescu. 

His love of freedom and for the country he now calls his own, 
moves him forward daily in an effort to make this world a better place 
for all of us. 

Peter is politically Independent. His life experience and the years 
of living on both sides of the Iron Curtain, as presented in his book, it 
has taught Peter many valuable lessons he would like to share with 
others. 

At this moment in time, America is at a Crossroads. The path it 
chooses will determine its destiny. 

What worries Peter the most is that those who do not remember 
their history are condemned to repeat it. Peter often warns the new 
American generation to be careful of what they wish for. He is aware 
of the new winds of change brought in by the new world order. He is 
afraid that what he left behind in Communist Romania is coming to 
America in the near future, if it's not already here. 

 
Peter’s journey is continuous. After twenty-five years living in the 

San Francisco Bay Area, over a decade in Phoenix Arizona, he now 
calls Montana home. However, he often finds himself yearning for 
where his destiny has always been, California. He is a friend, father, 
and brother. Sadly, both of his parents have passed away. His 
daughter graduated from the University of Arizona with a master’s 
degree in Psychology.  

  
Peter Vancea is a screenplay writer, entrepreneur, and inventor. 

He is the President and CEO at Innovation Research, a non-profit he 
established to promote understanding and cooperation between 
diverse populations. One of his goals is to help rid the world of child 



abuse, as he had been on the receiving end of his father’s belt, 
growing up. 

In 2015, Peter together with a seasoned Hollywood screenplay 
writer, combined forces to write a screenplay called The Independent, 
and produced the video trailer. It was intended as political satire, but 
it correctly predicted the 2016 presidential election results and the 
chaos that ensued afterwards. It goes on to project a bloody civil war 
and the partition of the United States based on the influences of 
political views, a global nuclear war, and the potential demise of the 
world into a total chaos. 

  
Never a man to sit idly by while there exists a need that has not 

been addressed, Peter will jump into action to find a solution. Self-
taught, Peter is a man of boundless spirit and drive. In the midst of 
his efforts, he has never neglected his commitment to his family. 

  
For the past twenty years, his work with the elderly affected by 

Alzheimer's and Dementia and recently, people with Traumatic Brain 
Injuries exemplifies the very best of the unlimited potential for doing 
good that exists within the human heart. Peter will leave no stone 
unturned in his quest to find the answers and options that exist to 
best care for his clients. He believes in unity, that we should stand for 
as a people and as a family. 

  
His presence in the United States has given him the opportunity 

to be both an innovator and an inventor. 
With a few patents to his name and more pending, Peter hopes 

that one day he can help improve electric vehicles performance, to 
extend the driving range to more than 1000 miles on a single charge. 
He has also developed a concept by combining several of nature’s 
free elements to obtain clean renewable energy 24 hours a day 
without interruption. 

Knowing the kind of person he is, it will not surprise me at all if, 
from his ingenuity, something out of the ordinary may come to 
fruition. As insane as it may sound, his concept of the space elevator 
may be his next attempt to escape, out of this world and beyond. 

  



He stands today as an example of the triumph of the human spirit 
over the obstacles of adversity in the struggle for a better life, and a 
better future for the world. No Dream is too High! 

Laro L. Nicol 
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